THE ABC’s OF A VICTORIOUS LIFE

(Phil. 3:12-14)

If we truly want this year to be better than last year then there are at least three commitments we need to make. I consider this three irreducible minimum. We need to make these commitments if we are to make year 2012 one of the most significant years of our lives. Here (Phil. 3:12-14) we can glean at least three commitments that can truly help us get the most out of the 2012. These three commitments I have use ABC so that it will be easy to remember.

Philippians 3:12-14(NIV) “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. (13)Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, (14) I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

Filipos 3:12-14(ABMBB) “Wala ako magpasabot nga nakab-ot ko na kini o nahingpit na ako. Nagpadayon ako sa pagpaningkamot sa pagkab-ot niini kay ako iya na man ni Cristo Jesus. (13)Hinuon, mga igsoon, wala gayod ako maghunahuna nga nakab-ot ko na ang akong gitinguha. Ang gihimo ko mao ang paghikalimot sa nangagi ug ang pagpaningkamot kutob sa mahimo aron makaabot sa dag-anan. (14)Busa nagdagan ako diritso gayod sa dag-anan aron maangkon ko ang ganti sa pagkatinawag sa Dios pinaagi ni Cristo Jesus ngadto sa kinabuhing walay kataposan.” 

This words that we have just read were not written by the apostle Paul while he was drinking coke in an air-condition room. This was written by Paul when he was imprisoned in Rome, chained 24 hours a day, unsure whether he’ll come out dead or alive. If there’s anyone who has the right to be discouraged, its Paul. He was doing the will of God, he was proclaiming the gospel and there he was in prison. If there’s anyone who has the right to lose hope, he is. But this is not the message that we are getting here. Instead in this three verses, we read the words, I press on, I press on. You know there’s something about the attitude here of the apostle Paul. There’s something about the mindset of  Paul that helped him run the race in the middle of difficulties. There will be challenges, and there might be a crisis in our life or in our family that we have to face this year. But whatever it is, if we have this mindset that apostle Paul had,  if we make the same commitments, then we can come out as winners in every challenge of our lives. And so, what are these commitments? What is this mindset that we need to have? What are these attitudes that we need to have? Did you notice how many times apostle Paul used the personal pronoun ‘I’ in this verses? Five times in just 3 verses. You know what that tells us? It tells us that in the perspective of Paul, for him, where I am right now and what I’m going to be is my personal responsibility. I cannot blame my parents, I cannot blame my church, I cannot blame my government for what I have become or what I will be. I need to accept personal responsibility for my life. If we want to make the most out of 2009, the first commitment we need to make, we need to…
1. ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR OURSELVES (5x personal pronoun ‘I’ in these verses)

This is so hard for some people; they would rather blame someone for their problem. We live in a society today; our culture embraces the concept that somehow if you are having problems it’s not your fault. It’s the fault of somebody. If your kids don’t turn out right, it’s the problem of the school, if you can’t find a job, you blame the government. If you are not smart, you blame your parents, it’s their genes that were passed on to you. It’s somebody’s fault. You and I will not have success in life, if we just keep look around and blaming others for the things that happen to us. We need to accept responsibility for our lives. There are at least two circumstances that will happen to us this year.

a) Happening from nature: There is one circumstance which we do not have control over. None of us here know exactly what we’ll face this year, how many typhoons, how many earthquakes, landslides, or tsunami that will happen in our country. But whatever happen from nature, it is our choice how to respond to it. 

b) The actions or reactions that we make:  This is the second type of circumstance that you and I will face this year are those circumstances that are a result of our own choices. That means while we may not be in control of all the circumstances that we will face this year, we do have control on how we react & respond to them. 

“No matter what the situation is, no matter what the other person did, our response still our choice and God will hold us accountable”
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Story: Dr. Victor Frankle: He was Jew who became a prisoner during the holocaust (World War II). Nakasinati siya sa hilabihang mapait nga kahimtang gikan sa mga German officials. They confiscated all his treasured possessions, he got separated from his loved ones, and he got separated from his wife who was then pregnant. They removed his wristwatch, they removed his wedding ring and then they stripped him of all his clothes. And it seems that’s not enough they shaved his head. There he stood before the German high command under glairing lights being interrogated and falsely accused. As he stood there all naked and bald, he said to himself, ‘They have removed everything from me. They did not leave me anything. But he realized that there is one thing they cannot remove and that is the ability to make a choice how to respond. Dr. Frankle realized he still have the power to chose his own attitude no matter what anyone would ever do to him. No matter what the future held for him, his attitude choice was his to make. He could chose to be bitter or he could chose to forgive. He can choose to give up or he can choose to move on. He can choose to filled with hatred or be filled with hope. The determination to endure or the paralysis of self-pity. 

We must always remember that the events in our lives do not dictate the emotions that we feel. 

A lot of people think it is the event in our lives that dictates the emotions. And so, if you ask somebody, ‘Nganong masulob-on man ka bay? Gibuwagan ko sa akong uyab! So, we think, because of that event and that’s why he feels that way. If this true, that means to change the emotion you need to change the event. So, if your wife is causing you to be depressed, to change the depression you change your wife. And that’s how people are responding to problems today. But let us remember that it is not the event that is causing / dictating the emotion, because if that’s true why is it that two people can have the same event and yet different emotion. For example, Pedro his wife died and he was depressed because he loves his wife so much. But about the same time, Juan his wife also died but he was actually delighted because he has having an affair with his secretary and now that his wife died he can now legitimize that affair. You see, two people having the same event and yet two different emotions. I thought the event dictates the emotions. That’s not true. It’s not the event that dictates your emotions; it is the evaluation of the event that dictates the emotion. It’s how you view your situation. How you analyze what’s happening that will dictate your emotion. And this is why James in his letter he said these words…

Santiago 1:2-3 “Mga igsoon, isipa nga bulahan kamo kon ang tanang matang sa pagsulay moabot kaninyo (3)kay nasayod kamo nga ang inyong pagtuo gisulayan lamang aron kamo mahimong malahutayon…” James said, we can consider it pure joy because the way we analyze our situation. He said because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. It’s our choice how we respond to the events of our lives. 

It means, wives, if somehow you are married to an unromantic husband, insensitive husband you can still chose to respect him, and you can still chose to serve him. Let God deal with your husband. That’s our responsibility, that’s that choice we need to make. That means parents, our children do not make us angry, we chose to response in anger to our children. It’s a choice we are making. When we are depressed regarding on particular situation, it’s because we made a choice to be depressed about the particular situation. That’s why we need to accept responsibility. This very important because we know that there will be a lot of temptations that are coming our way. We need to make this commitment especially when the time comes when we succumb to the temptation, when we fall into sin we don’t need to excuse ourselves, don’t blame others. Some husbands when they commit adultery they will say, it’s the fault of my wife because he has no time with me. We need to accept responsibility for the way we respond to people and circumstances and the choices we make.

Look at David when he committed adultery with Bathsheba

Salmo 51:1-4 “O Dios, kaloy-i intawon ako tungod sa gugma mo nga walay paglubad. Papasa ang akong mga sala tungod sa dako mong kaluoy! (2)Hugasi ako sa tanan kong pagkadaotan, ug hinloi ako sa akong sala! (3)Giila ko ang akong kalapasan ug gibati ko kanunay ang akong mga sala. (4)Nakasala ako kanimo – kanimo lamang – ug nakabuhat ug butang nga giisip mong daotan. Busa husto ka sa imong paghukom ug pagsilot kanako; gipakita mo ang imong pagkamatarong.”

Many times he used the personal pronoun. What David implies here is: when we sin it is because we chose to sin. Sin is our personal responsibility. You cannot blame your wife for your sin. He did not blame Bathsheba. David did not blame his parents. Kini man gong akong pagkagwapo maoy naka-ingon. Lord, kaliwat man gud namo nga mga uringot mao nga dali jud kong masuko ug masayop. He did not blame Satan. And he did not blame God. You’ll never deal with your sin until you make it your personal responsibility. So, what’s the point we’re making here? Moral failure (ang kapakyasan sa pagkinabuh nga insakto) is not cause by circumstances from without but by the character from within.

a) There are people today who would want to convince us that the cure to the problem of sin is economic progress. If somehow people have money in the bank, if they are just economically progressive then people will stop doing this sinful activities. The reason why people are doing this criminal act, it because their stomach are empty. But you read the newspaper today, you know for a fact that people who are doing this criminal acts especially graft and corruption are not people whose stomach are empty but people whose stomach are full. People who are in the position. The problem is not the financial condition of our country. The problem is in the heart. 

b) There are people today who would want to convince us that the solution to the problem of criminalities is education. if people are educated then we eradicate this ignorance and we stop doing this harmful things towards each other. But we read from history that some of the most viled indecencies perpetuated against humanity were done by people who are not ignorant. Take for example the life of Joseph Stalin (seek in the internet). He was once a seminary student and then one day he decided to grab at his power to rule this vast empire. This man slaughtered 15 million of his own people. Exterminated under his regime. The ultimate problem of man is not intellectual, it’s not physical, it is deeply spiritual. You know, we the education that we have today, with all the sophisticated theories that we have today people are trying to eradicate this idea of sin. Some people today are telling us that this idea of sin is just a Christian imposition. Some call it chemical imbalance. Some psychologists today trying to describe what’s happening and they try to convince us that people are not sinful, they are simply sick. We just need medicine. 

The Maguindanao Massacre – how many people died and the suspects are not uneducated people.

So, if you commit sin/failures don’t blame someone else. It’s your own fault. You give in to this evil desire. Therefore, if we want to make the most out of 2012 we need to admit our own failures. Stop excusing ourselves. Repent of our sin and accept responsibility and move on with our lives with the power of the H. Spirit.

2. BELIEVE THAT YOU CAN CHANGE

Philippians 3:12-14(NIV) “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. (13)Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, (14) I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  Ang pag-ingon “but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.” And then he said, But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead. This underlying statement is Paul’s belief that he can change. Paul believed that he can improve his situation. He can accomplish that which was set before him.  
Philippians 4:13(NIV) “I can do all things through him who gives me strength.”

Filipos 4:13(AB) “Mahimo ko ang tanang butang pinaagi kaniya nga nagapalig-on kanako.”

Do you really believe this verse? Because if you believe this, then there’s nothing going to happen in your life this year that you cannot survive. There’s no problem that you cannot overcome. There’s no situation that you & I cannot handle. There’s no crisis that you & I cannot manage. It means, if we truly believe this verse, you & I are competent to face whatever problem that we will be facing this year because God is there. That’s why suicide is sin.
Roma 1:7(NIV) “To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints…”

Roma 1:7(AB) “Nganha kaninyong tanan sa Roma, kaninyo nga sa Dios gihigugma, nga gipanagtawag aron mahimong mga balaan…”
Acts 9:13(NIV) “Lord, Ananias answered, ‘I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem.”

Buhat 9:13(AB) “Apan si Ananias mitubag, ‘Ginoo, nakadungog ako gikan sa daghan mahitungod niining tawhana, unsa kadaku sa kadaut nga iyang nahimo sa imong mga balaan didto sa Jerusalem.” 
(MBB  “magtutuo” o “katawhan sa Ginoo”) Understanding who we are, will determine what we do. It means it’s the being that determines the doing. Unless you & I understood and know our real identity we will not know our true potential. The Bible makes it clear that if we truly received Jesus as our Lord & Savior, if we truly born again, we are called saints. If we think we are still sinner then you’ll do what a sinner does.
Story: Adunay usa ka mangangayam kon hunter nga nakitag itlog sa agila ug iya kining giipon pagbutang sa mga itlog sa pato. Sa dihang napiso ang mga itlog sa pato napiso usab usab ang itlog sa agila. Mao nga nag-uban-uban usab siya kauban sa mga pato. Unsay buhaton sa pato mao poy iyang buhaton. Sa dihang maglangoylangoy ang mga pato sa sapa langoylangoy sad siya, sa dihang mokaon sila sa mga sagbot kaon pod siyag sagbot. Sa dihang mokaon silag luwa kaon pod siyag luwa. Ug nagtubo gayod ang agila nga nagtuo gayod siya nga pato siya. Usa ka adlaw niana nakit-an siya sa usa ka agila, ug giingnan siya ‘nganong nag-uban-uban ka man sa mga pato nga agila ka man? Miingon siya, ‘dili agila pato ko’. Agila lagi ka. Hangtod iya siyag gidagit paingon sa hangtod nga dapit sa kahanginan ug iyang gibuhian ug nakapakapa ang agila. Dili siya makamaong molupad ug giingnan siya sa maong agila nga ikapakapa ang imong mga pako. Ug sa dihang iyang gisulayan ug kapakapa ang iyang mga pako nakalupad siya ug nakalupad siyag mga habog nga dapit ug nakita niya ang mga dapit nga wala niya makita ug maadtoi saunang panahon. Mga igsoon, ang mga katawhan nga midawat kang Jesus nga iyang manluluwas ug Ginoo sa iyang kinabuhi mga anak na sa Dios, mga balaang katawhan, ang mga katawhan nga iya sa Dios gihulagway nga mga agila.

Isaias 40:31“Apan kadtong mosalig sa Ginoo makabaton ug bag-ong kusog; manglupad sila daw agila, managan sila ug dili kapuyan, manlakaw ug dili maluya.” 

Kon ikaw misalig sa Dios mosalig ka sa giingon sa pulong sa Dios. Miingon ang pulong sa Dios nga ang mga Cristohanon balaang katawhan, anak na sa Dios. You should believe that so that you can soar above and beyond what you always do. We are not created to shallow in the mud; we are created to soar in the sky. We need to realize who we are. If you surrendered your life to Jesus you are longer a sinner, you are a saint. Don’t leave this place without making that clear in your mind. But if we go out this place firmly believing that you are a saint, a child of God, a disciple of Jesus, indwelt by the H. Spirit, washed by the blood of Jesus, empowered by the resurrection of Jesus – it will change the way you behave, it will change the way you treat your wife, it will change the way you treat your husband, your children. It will change the way you work in the office, it will change the way you study, it will even change the way how you drive your motorcycle.

Story: There was a story of a pastor who was late for the Sunday service. He was driving so fast and he drive thru the red signal. And there was a policeman in the corner stop him and ask him, ‘didn’t you see that it was a red light? And then the pastor said, I saw it was red light. So, why did you drive thru? I didn’t see you. But the pastor was trying to explain: sorry officer, actually I’m a pastor but I’m late for the service that’s why I violated, but here’s 100 pesos just take some breakfast and the policeman said, O, no, don’t you know that I’m a born again Christian already. Wow, the pastor was so ashamed. And the policeman said I’m already a born again Christian I will not accept that but if you place it inside the envelop and you write love gift I will accept it.

We need to realize who we are, especially this time when we are in crisis, when we are in great temptation to be dishonest. When we’re facing temptation we need to realize who we are. Just like what Paul said…

Roma 6:11 “Busa isipa ang inyong kaugalingon nga patay na sa pagpakasala apan buhi alang sa Dios, hiniusa kang Cristo Jesus.” 

That’s how we need to view ourselves; we are in regard to sin. 

Story: There were two boys who saw a chicken running around but when they take a closer look the head of the chicken had been cut-off. And yet the body sill running around. And these two boys were arguing ‘is the chicken dead or is it still alive? One boy said, ‘it must be dead because the head had been cut-off. The other boy said, ‘it’s still alive because it still running around.’ Then the third boy came along and they ask the third boy to settle the issue. Then the third boy look at the shivered head. The third boy said, ‘well the chicken dead already. And then he looked, the body still running around. Then the third boy said, ‘but he doesn’t it yet. You know a lot of Christians are like that way. They are still running around and they seem not knowing that they are already dead to sin. That’s who we are. We are saints of God.

I do not know what transpired last year or last month in your life. I do not know what failures you experienced. I do not know what sin you got involved in but the apostle Paul made it clear when he said, forgetting what is behind and straining what is ahead.  Ang pag-ingon “forgetting what is behind” this tells us is this ‘it doesn’t matter what your past had been, it’s what you do with the present will determine your present. It’s what you do today that will determine your future. It doesn’t matter how you sunk in sin, its God does with you if you repent. It doesn’t matter what happened to you last year, what’s important, what matters most to God now is what you can be this year. If you are to make the most out of 2010, first of all Accept Responsibility, Believe that you can change. Paul’s failures in the past instead of becoming waste they become an inspiration for him to move on. They did not become a stumbling blocks, he used them as a stepping stones. Paul was changing day by day.

3. CLARIFY WHAT’S REALLY IMPORTANT (But one thing I do… I press on toward the goal…)

Philippians 3:12-14(NIV) “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. (13)Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, (14) I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

If I ask you, ‘what is that one thing you want to do this year? Do you really know what you want this year? Paul said ‘but one thing…’ there’s so many things that he could have done but ha said there is this one thing I want to do. He was really able to clarify what’s really important. He said in verse 14 ‘I press on toward the goal.’ May I ask you what is your goal this year?  What is it that you really want to accomplish? Because as Christians, there are so many things we can involve in. There are so many movies we can watch, there are so many books we can read, there are so many people we can associate with, but we need to make some choices. And unless we clarify what is important you will just going through this year doing so much activities then at the end of the year it seems nothing is accomplish. Dunay mga butang nga dili daotan apan that is not necessary. The fundamental prerequisite for defining what’s really important is to first establish the purpose of life. Our purpose in life has to be the point of preference of all our choices. What is your purpose in life? Because if you say to yourself, my purpose in life is “I just want to be happy” then you can get involve in a lot of party, you can attend all the party you want, watch all the movies because your goal is just to be happy. But if “your goal in life is to be holy” then that will limit the choices. There are some places that you cannot go to, there are some books that you cannot read, there are some movies you cannot watch, there are some people you cannot associate with. That’s why you need to clarify what is your goal in life. 

For example, if my goal as a husband is to be loving and faithful to my wife then there are certain activities I cannot involve in because it will diminish my goal to be faithful and loving to my wife. That’s why I don’t allow any women to back ride with my motorcycle. There are certain freedoms I have to ignore. If you have a wrong purpose in life, your life is waste. The places we go to, the movies we watch, the language we use, the people we associate with, the thoughts we entertain, the music we listen all must be align with the purpose with God has called us.

You are a child of God, set a goal for this year that you would be closer to God. God is more concern of our character than our comfort. Whatever happens this year, whatever happen to this building remember God is more concern in our character than in our comfort.

There are things which are non-negotiable in other words ‘irreducible minimum.’

a) Reading The Bible – you cannot say ‘can you read the Bible for me coz’ I’m very busy.

b) You are a husband to your wife – you cannot tell your friends ‘bay I’ll be in a business trip for one week, ‘can you be a husband to my wife for one week. It dangerous. Its non-negotiable relationship. Talagsa ra ang usa ka tawong himatyon nga moingon ‘I wish I have spent more time at the office’ but you will always hear men in his dying moment said, ‘I wish I have spent more time with my wife.’

c) You are a father to your children – dili pwede nga moingon ka sa imong silingan ikaw say amahan sa akong mga anak. Set some goals, what do you want to do with your kids. ‘There’s no amount of success that can compensate for failure in the home.’ I’m not putting all the blames on parents for the way our kids turn up because the kids have their own choices too. But we need to what we need to do.

We need to acknowledge who we are before the blessing can come. Admit your immorality, admit your hypocrisy, and admit you’re very proud. Unless you do so, this year will not be better than last year. But if you surrender our lives to God, God can take a piece of clay like Simon changed his name to Peter – to make rock out of him. God can take a worrier like Gideon and make a warrior out of him. You give God a Jacob and he will give back an Israel. You give God a Saul of Tarsus persecuting the church, and he will give back Paul propagating the church. You give God yourself the way you are, and he will back a different you.

You need these three commitments, if you want this year to be better that last year. Accept responsibility for your life, Believe that you can change, Clarify what’s really important.
